Hypoglossal neuropraxia following endotracheal intubation.
A case of hypoglossal nerve neuropraxia following elective drainage of bilateral chronic subdural haematomas is described. We postulate that the cause of neuropraxia was inadvertent extubation of the trachea with the cuff inflated, leading to compression and stretch of the nerve against the greater horn of the hyoid bone. The literature on cranial nerve palsies following endotracheal intubation is reviewed.